
Experience, compassion, and active listen-
ing skills are just a few of the attributes 
that two new-to-our-firm attorneys bring to 
Coplan+Crane.

Recently retired Judge Clayton Jay Crane 
joined Coplan+Crane after nearly 20 years 
as a trial judge in the Circuit Court of Cook 
County. During his time on the bench, Judge 

Crane presided over 
more than 1000 jury 
and bench trials. In 
addition, the firm has 
added Ted C. Jen-
nings, a seasoned trial 
lawyer, with more 
than 20 years of ex-
perience, and 20 jury 
trials under his belt.

In May, Judge Crane became “Of Counsel” 
to the firm, and offers his unique perspective 
for the firm’s attorneys: a view of a trial from 
behind the bench, as well as in front of it. 
This gives our attorneys another advantage 
over the competition—seeing our clients’ 
case through a judge’s eyes.

As a trial judge, Judge Crane made rul-
ings on hundreds of thousands of pieces of 
evidence—testimony, exhibits, scientific evi-
dence, and more. Judge Crane had to mas-
ter the rules of evidence and trial procedure 
as he guided lawyers, witnesses, and jurors 
through the maze of trials in search of the 
truth. “I look forward to mentoring our law-
yers—both young and not so young—and 
pass along my experience for the benefit of 
our clients.”

Judge Crane came to the firm because he 
has been “extremely impressed” with our at-
torneys and our approach to clients. “They 
have a lot of concern for each and every cli-
ent, and I enjoy that,” he says.

Of course, another factor contributed to his de-
cision to join us: his son, Ben Crane, is one of 
the firm’s co-founders. “The chance to practice 

law with my son is very exciting,” he adds.

In April, Ted Jen-
nings came on board. 
Over the course of his 
20-plus-year career, 
Ted has litigated 
hundreds of com-
plex personal injury, 
product liability, pro-
fessional malpractice, 
and wrongful death 

disputes for clients, and tried many com-
mercial cases, as well. He says he strives to 
use a combination of active listening skills 
with strong advocacy to serve clients and 
win their cases.

“People have told me that they can tell I re-
ally listen to them, with compassion, while 
at the same time advocating aggressively for 
them against the insurance company or the 
other business that hurt them,” Ted says. 
“It’s a matter of stopping and remember-
ing that the case isn’t just about dollars and 
cents; these are real issues that have had a 
real impact on people’s lives.”

Ted came to the legal profession because he 
wanted to help people with the critical prob-
lems they face. He’s also drawn to the intel-
lectual challenges of practicing law, one of 
which arises in medical malpractice litigation 
and other cases that involve complex medical, 
engineering, and scientific concepts.

“I take a lot of pride in understanding the 
medicine, the complexities of the subject 
matter,” he says, “and then being able to 
make complex concepts simple.”

Ted says several factors figured into his de-
cision to join Coplan+Crane—a move he 
believes was a smart one. “This is a great 
law firm with a stellar reputation for being 
very good attorneys with integrity above re-
proach,” he says. “They do exciting work, 
and they value building close, strong rela-
tionships with clients.”
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please enjoy this spring edition of 
our newsletter. We are excited to 
announce the addition of two new 
attorneys (see cover article). This 
growth will allow us to continue to 
provide excellent service to our 
clients. as we start the summer 
season, please remember that water 
safety is very important. please take 
time to read the article on page 2.
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Nothing is more tragic than the death of a child. When 
that death could have been easily prevented through en-
forcing essential rules, the pain is even greater.

Adhering to pool safety procedures is crucial to keep kids 
out of trouble around water. Recently our firm won a very 
significant confidential settlement on behalf of a mother 
whose 12-year-old son drowned in the pool of a 500-unit 
apartment complex in a Chicago suburb. The severely 
brain-damaged boy lived as a quadriplegic for two years 
after the accident before he died.

Through mediation, Coplan+Crane revealed that the 
apartment complex’s management company was negli-
gent. “We were able to show that the company wasn’t en-
forcing established state and local rules, as well as their 
own internal rules, that are designed to prevent this very 
thing from happening,” says Coplan+Crane’s Ben Crane, 
who represented the boy’s mother.

Not all pools require life guards, but those that do not 
provide this service must employ an attendant who has 
certain roles and responsibilities. “This particular man-
agement company had internal rules about what they were 
supposed to do,” says Ben. “But there was no corporate 
oversight. The management was terrible, and it all went 
downhill from there.”

On the day of the drowning the boy talked his way into 
the pool with a group of people. But because he was under 
the age of 16, the pool attendant should not have allowed 
him to enter the area without a parent. The attendant also 
ignored other rules, including one that prohibited food 
from being brought in, as the boy was seen eating candy 
on the premises. Some witnesses believed he choked on 
candy as he drowned. 

The case wasn’t an easy one to win. In fact, another 
law firm had previously removed itself from it because 
those lawyers didn’t think they could prevail, Ben says. 
Coplan+Crane took over and developed a case plan with 
multiple experts. “We made a day-in-the-life video to 
show what it was like for the boy before he passed away,” 
Ben says. “There was nothing he could do for himself. We 
showed interviews with the family and also laid out what 
rules had been broken right before the drowning.” 

The video and other visual aids helped our client receive 
a substantial settlement. Going through mediation gave 
the boy’s mother some closure without having to go to 
trial, which would likely have taken a harsh emotional 
toll, Ben says. “We were able to set the stage and show the 
hardship without the mother having to be as involved in 
the process.”

Large seTTleMenT for
MoTher of droWning VicTiM

WATER SAFETY TIPS

Always stay within arm’s 
reach of young children 
and avoid distractions.  

Install and use barriers 
around your home pool 
or hot tub.

If you go boating, 
wear a life jacket!

Always swim with a buddy.

Swim in designated areas 
supervised by lifeguards.

Don’t dive into a pool or body of 
water unless you know the depth.

Reach or throw aid to 
distressed swimmers – 
don’t go into the water yourself!

Be aware of riptide warnings.
If you are caught in one, 
swim with the current.

Stay out of water
during storms.
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Man inJured By negligence aT carniVal
receiVes suBsTanTial seTTleMenT

Trip-and-fall accidents are the leading cause of workplace inju-
ries, and power cords on the floor are the most common cause of 
these accidents. All businesses should recognize the importance 
of identifying and eliminating potential trip hazards.

Coplan+Crane won a $350,000 settlement for a man who severely 
injured his leg, fracturing his tibial plateau, the greatest weight-
bearing surface of the body below the waist. The man tripped over 
three power cords, haphazardly placed by a carnival company, at a 
crowded church festival. The client will be dealing with the nega-
tive consequences from the injury for the rest of his life.

“The national electrical code required that cables like this be cov-
ered—and at this carnival they were not,” said Ben Crane, who 
represented the injured man. “There was a very clear code viola-
tion here.” “There is a right way and a wrong way to minimize 
tripping hazards presented by power cords. Interestingly, in this 
case, we had actual evidence of both methods. (See photos be-
low). Another vendor at the festival chose the safer route.”

The company that set up the carnival had a record of safety viola-

tions, with three serious failures in the five months before the cli-
ent’s fall. In one incident, an Indiana boy died on a ride that had 
not been properly maintained. What’s more, five months after the 
man tripped, eight Florida children were injured, one critically, 
also due to ride maintenance negligence. “This is an irresponsible 
and dangerous company,” Ben says.

As well as taking a physical and emotional toll, the accident 
caused the man to miss five months of income. “Our client knows 
the value of a dollar, and this hit his wallet hard.”

Shepherding this long case through to the end took some persis-
tence, but ultimately paid off in a successful resolution. The cli-
ent was able to use the proceeds of the settlement to get back into 
the workforce by buying a small trucking company. “This was a 
very good settlement,” Ben says. “But, the reality is, it is going to 
be very difficult to make this guy whole again.”

If the carnival company had taken one simple precaution—en-
suring that ground cables were covered—it could have saved our 
client years of pain and suffering.

seTTleMenT for garBage Truck driVer
Ignoring road safety practices can cause 
disastrous, life-changing consequences. 
Coplan+Crane works hard to obtain 
justice for victims of truck crashes. 
Recently, we secured $1,575,000 for 
a man who will pay the price for a 
truck driver’s negligence for the rest of 
his life.

As a truck driver pulled onto dark 
Route 72 in East Dundee, Illinois, 
around 4:00 a.m. in March 2009, his 
trailer uncoupled from the tractor, dropping onto the highway. 
After his trailer slid to a stop about 100 feet past the intersection, 
the driver called his supervisor. The supervisor called a towing 
company, but no one called 911. The trucker placed reflective tri-
angles behind his trailer, but much closer than federal law allowed.

The towing supervisor arrived about 4:30 a.m., parking his 
Hummer to wait for wreckers to arrive, with his headlights shin-
ing at oncoming drivers.

At 4:47 a.m., Rick Scott neared the intersection, driving a trash 
truck. The Hummer’s headlights and the bright traffic signal 
lights overhead hid the trailer’s retro-reflective tape and reflec-
tive triangles behind the trailer. As he passed under the traffic 
signals, Rick saw the trailer, braked hard, and swerved right, but 
it was too late; he was unable to miss it. Rick broke eight ribs and 
shattered his left leg in the crash.

The semi driver ignored federal safety laws, both before and after 

his trailer uncoupled. He did an im-
proper pre-trip inspection of the fifth 
wheel (the coupling connection be-
tween tractor and trailer), chose not to 
call 911 for police to protect the scene; 
placed warning triangles too close to 
the disabled trailer, and left his tractor 
in front of the trailer, instead of behind 
it with its warning lights flashing, and 
lights shining on the trailer.

Rick was a force of nature before the 
wreck—a hardworking husband, father, friend, and neighbor 
who proudly provided for his family. “This crash changed every-
thing,” says Rick’s lawyer, Coplan+Crane’s Greg Coplan. “The 
fractures were so severe, Rick needed multiple surgeries, and his 
leg took years to heal. He couldn’t return to work at all for nearly 
two years. Instead of earning a living, Rick’s job was seeing doc-
tors and physical therapists. Now,” Greg says, “Rick is left with 
a shortened leg and chronic pain, and has difficulty walking, 
standing, and climbing stairs.”

Preparing the case for trial was complicated, Greg says, and re-
quired developing evidence to show jurors how our brains work. 
We used experts to show the science behind how conspicuous 
an object is to the human eye, and how people perceive what is 
in front of them, recognize obstacles, and react to them while 
driving. These efforts paid off. We are very pleased to be able to 
secure this settlement to help Rick and his family get their lives 
back on track. 
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Growing up, Blake Vance 
wanted to be a police of-
ficer because he wanted to 
help people. About halfway 

through college, however, he decided to change his ca-
reer track and become an attorney. 

Blake graduated from Western Illinois University with 
an undergraduate degree in law enforcement and justice 
administration and went on to attend The John Mar-
shall Law School. His goal of helping people has been 
realized—but in a different way than he’d originally en-
visioned.

“I knew being an attorney played more to my strengths 
than being a police officer,” Blake says.

Blake joined Coplan+Crane, during his last year of law 
school, as a paralegal. The team mentality and family-
like atmosphere at our firm made a deep impression on 
him. “The feeling here is that everyone is in it together,” 
Blake says. “Everyone helps each other do what needs to 
be done- everyone is rowing in the same direction.”

During his time as a paralegal, Blake got a close-up look 
at the types of cases Coplan+Crane handles and liked 
what he saw. “I could tell by the amount of files in liti-
gation and the complexity of cases that it was a firm I 
wanted to be a part of. I liked that they tried cases be-
cause I wanted to be a trial lawyer.”

As an attorney, Blake guides clients through a variety of 
matters, including those that involve birth injuries, bus 
accidents, construction negligence, medical malpractice, 
motor vehicle accidents, personal injury law, railroad ac-
cidents, truck accidents, and wrongful death.

No matter what type of case he’s working on, Blake al-
ways emphasizes that he is there for his clients any time 
they need to talk or meet. “I think I’m a very thorough 
attorney with a very hands-on approach,” Blake says. “I 
pride myself on carefully explaining a process that can 
otherwise be scary, confusing, or overwhelming to many.”

Blake makes sure clients know he will focus on the 
stressful details of cases so they can focus on their num-
ber one job – getting healthy.
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